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The World of Your Legislator

There are many factors that may color your legislator’s attitudes and thinking. You should be aware of them as you get to know your legislator.
They want to do a good job.

Each of us wants to do a good job, but we sometimes forget that this basic human drive applies to elected officials, too.
They want to get re-elected.

They know that they can’t be truly effective out of the office. Like you, they like their job and want to keep it.  Re-election is public proof that they have done a good job.  They want to be associated with issues that will get them re-elected.

They want to be responsive.

Legislators are in the business of pleasing people and sincerely want to accommodate you, but not at any cost.  Other considerations may prevent them from doing do.

They are not an expert in your business.

It took you years to acquire your knowledge of your profession.  Don’t expect them to have your familiarity with your issues.  Share your knowledge with them.

They are busy.

A legislator is public property.  Everyone wants a piece of their time. Their workload is staggering.  Respect their time.

They have no accurate barometer of constituent thinking.

Mail, telephone calls or personal contacts can give a legislator clues to how their constituents feel. If your legislator doesn’t hear from you, they have no reason to support your issue.
They are elected to use their judgment.

They want to consider constituent opinion and do; but in the final analysis, they must study all available information to make what they hope is a sound decision.

They want to know how legislation will affect their constituents.

This is where you can really help.  You can use your information to show them the impact on the people they represent.
They are concerned with dozens of bills.

Thousands of bills are introduced in the legislature each session.  They can’t possibly be familiar with the details of every bill introduced.

They are likely to forget names and faces.

Legislators meet thousands of people each year.  Don’t be offended if they forget your name.  Re-introduce yourself.  They will appreciate it.

They deserve respectful treatment. 
The office is a position of respect and achievement.  They will respect your views as a constituent and is due reciprocal respect for their views, even if they conflict with yours.
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